Dominican Republic: Flooding
5/25/04 – 2:25 PM
Summary (Sources: Associated Press, Dominican Republic Emergency Operations Center, Federation Web site, Reuters) 
Almost 300 people are estimated to have died in both the Dominican Republic and Haiti as a result of flooding that has followed two weeks of heavy rain. The most flood-affected areas in the Dominican Republic are reported to be the northeast, southeast, west and eastern valley of Cibao, with the small town of Jimani, near the border with Haiti, being the worst hit. 
It is being reported by Reuters that about 110 bodies have been recovered from the Jimani area. Up to 100 people are also reported to have been killed in and around the Haitian town of Fonds Verrettes, located in a valley about 70 km (43 miles) east of Port au Prince, in addition to 40 others in Haiti’s southeastern region.  

According to the Dominican Republic’s National Emergency Commission, a total of about 450 homes in various parts of the country have been flooded. There is no potable water, electricity or phone service (cell phones are reportedly still operational). Power outages have been reported in at least 14 towns. Extensive damage to crops and livestock has been reported, including thousands of acres of rice, bananas and other fruits along the lower Yuna River.
Dominican President Hipolito Mejia has sent emergency teams to the affected areas. The Civil Defense department commenced search and rescue activities on Monday, 24 May 2004. Search and rescue activities are due to continue today, Tuesday, 25 May. Many of those affected are being sheltered with friends and relatives, or in churches. Approximately 100 people are reportedly being treated for injuries in nearby hospitals.  Ambulances and rescue personnel have been dispatched from nearby areas and the capital, Santo Domingo, to Jimani (approximately 125 miles or 200 km west of Santo Domingo). Medical and basic supplies have also been sent from hospitals in Duverge, Neyba and Barahona in the southwestern region of the Dominican Republic.  A mobile hospital has been sent to Jimani to provide first aid. Blankets, mattresses, food, road clearing equipment and potable water have also been sent. 
Red Cross Response 

American Red Cross (ARC) 

An American Red Cross (ARC) delegate based in Panama has been deployed to provide assistance to the Dominican Red Cross (DRC) and Haitian National Red Cross Society (HNRCS) on behalf of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies’ (Federation) Pan American Disaster Response Unit (PADRU).  
International Disaster Welfare Inquiries (IDWIs) are being accepted for disaster affected-areas of the Dominican Republic. However, services for Haiti are not currently available (details below) 

Through its International Disaster Response Unit (IDRU) and its Americas Region, the American Red Cross continues to monitor the situation and maintain contact with Movement partners. 

  
The Dominican Red Cross (DRC) 

The Dominican Red Cross (DRC) and the Haitian National Red Cross Society, with the support from the Federation’s PADRU, have started rescue operations and damage assessments in the affected areas. DRC volunteer teams, in coordination with the Civil Defense Agency and Dominican Armed Forces helicopters, were dispatched towards the Jimani and Duarte San Francisco areas on Monday, 24 May 2004 to participate in search, rescue, and evacuation operations. The DRC has activated their disaster tracing service in response to the flooding in Jimani. 
Haitian National Red Cross Society (HNRCS)
The Haitian National Red Cross Society (HNRCS), along with the DRC, has also initiated rescue operations and damage assessments in the affected areas with support from the Federation. Haitian Red Cross evaluation teams have arrived at the southwest border area.

For the time being, the Red Cross in Haiti is unable to restore contact between separated family members. No tracing inquiries for Haiti are being accepted by the American Red Cross at this time.
The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (Federation) 
The Federation’s Pan-American Disaster Unit (PADRU) is supporting the DRC and HNRCS in undertaking rescue operations and damage assessments in the affected areas.
On Monday, 24 May 2004, two PADRU delegates (disaster management and telecommunications delegates) began to provide assistance to the DRC in evaluation and data gathering, relief activities and establishing contact and coordination with other organizations.
PADRU is monitoring the situation and is maintaining contact with the DRC throughout the disaster. 
International Disaster Welfare Inquiries (IDWI)

IDWIs are being accepted for disaster-affected areas of the Dominican Republic. IDWIs will be accepted that meet the following criteria:

• Sought persons living in the affected areas of the Dominican Republic who were in regular contact with their relatives in the United States before the disaster occurred.

• For immediate family members ONLY (parents, siblings, children, spouses, fiancées, grandparents or legal guardians) who are not U.S. citizens.

Your local contact information for IDWIs: 617 375 0700 x.240 

Inquiries concerning U.S. citizens should be referred to the U.S. Department of State, Office of Overseas Citizens Services, at 

1-888-407-4747. Please remember that this phone number is

frequently busy during the first days of a large disaster.
Fundraising

You can help those affected by the flooding in the Dominican Republic and Haiti and countless other crises around the world each year by making a financial gift to the American Red Cross International Response Fund, which will provide immediate and long-term support through supplies, technical assistance, and other support to those in need. 

The American Red Cross is able to accept contributions for this crisis. Donors are encouraged to make contribution to: International Disaster Response Fund: for Dominican Republic Flood

Donations can be mailed to your local Red Cross chapter:  American Red Cross, 285 Columbus Ave, Boston, MA 021160 or you can call 617 375 070 ext. 289 or 258.

Internet users can make secure online credit card donations by visiting www.redcross.org.
In-Kind Donations

Please remember that the American Red Cross is not able to accept small, individual donations or collections of items for emergency relief purposes. The decision to transport bulk donations from the U.S. is based solely on the needs identified by the relief operation and the availability of local resources. Any bulk offers should be referred to the 1-800-7INKIND hotline.
The following are details to help you respond to questions about relief operations in the Dominican Republic and Haiti:

• Nearly 300 people have been killed and hundreds more are missing after two weeks of flooding have devastated much of the Dominican Republic and Haiti. Many homes and crops, which residents rely on for their livelihood, have been destroyed.

• Emergency teams from around the around the region — including the worldwide Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement — have sent teams to the affected areas to provide search and rescue, emergency medical care, supplies, and other support.

• The International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, the largest humanitarian network in the world, is responding to this disaster with deployment of personnel and supplies.

• The Pan-American Disaster Response Unit, a regional, highly specialized disaster response unit of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, is actively engaged in rescue operations and damage assessments of the affected areas with the Red Cross societies of the Dominican Republic and Haiti.

• An American Red Cross delegate has arrived on the scene to join the

response team and support the ongoing relief efforts.
• The American Red Cross will maintain its close contact with its Red Cross partners, and will determine, based on needs and requests, if further support to the relief operations if necessary.

• You can help those affected by the flooding in the Dominican Republic and Haiti and countless other crises around the world each year by making a financial gift to the American Red Cross International Response Fund, which will provide immediate and

long-term support through supplies, technical assistance, and other support to those in need. Designated donation (International Response Fund, for Dominican Republic) can be mailed to ARC, 285 Columbus Ave, Boston, MA 02116. Call 617 375 0700 ext. 289 or 258.
